
in Jan. 2011, the Tennessee
supreme court convened a Pro
Bono summit at the nashville
Public Library. The summit was
part of the court’s initiative to
make access to justice the court’s
number one strategic priority.
Many of us who attended the event
and work in large law firms heard
the court’s call to action. We knew
that we had to re-double our efforts
to make access to justice a reality for
more of our Davidson county
neighbors. We also knew that
making pro bono succeed in large
firms involves different strategies
than those that are effective in
smaller firms and for sole practi-
tioners. so we began meeting in
February 2011, representatives of
each of the six largest firms, to share
ideas — strategies that worked,

strategies that didn’t work, and how we could individu-
ally and collectively increase the amount of pro bono we
were doing. 

We soon discovered a couple of important things.
First, lawyers at large firms have almost no practical legal
skills to help poor people. Most of us can’t draft a will,
complete a parenting plan, represent a tenant in a dis-
pute with her landlord, or even know what a slow-pay
motion is, much less how to file one. We were terrified at
the lists that Legal aid sends around with pro bono
clients in need of lawyers, each of whom had a different
problem — none that we knew how to solve. as large
firm lawyers, we were far more comfortable with special-
ization — being good at solving legal problems in very
particular circumstances.

The second insight we had is that we like to work in
teams. We value having a lot of colleagues around us who
can give us advice when we don’t know the answer, who
can help us think through problems, and learn new areas
of the law. When we don’t know how to do something,
we have come to rely on the fact that someone else in our
office usually does.

Pillar Firm Pro Bono Initiative
By David R. Esquivel
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so we had an idea. Why not create a pro bono program
that’s tailored to the way we practice law in large firms?
We decided that each of our firms would pick a substan-
tive area of law that pro bono clients need. We would get
training and start developing expertise in each of our firms
in that area and ask Legal aid to direct those particular
kinds of cases to us. in our marketing materials for paying
clients, we all like to say we are the “go-to” firm in certain
practice areas. We resolved to become the “go-to” firm for
Legal aid for the subject matter area we chose. 

Here is what we decided. Baker Donelson will focus
on parenting plans in divorce cases. Bass Berry will focus
on landlord tenant cases, including cases involving pri-
vate landlords. Bradley arant will focus on appeals of
denials of Medicaid benefits. Miller & Martin will focus
on divorces. stites & Harbison will focus on appeals of
the denial of unemployment benefits. Waller Lansden
will focus on debt clinics and debtor litigation. 

over the summer, several of our firms received
training in our substantive areas. some of us renewed our
commitments to subject matter expertise that we had
already begun to develop. and we asked Legal aid to
direct cases to our firms that fell in our particular subject
matter areas.

Many of our lawyers do pro bono work outside out
substantive focus areas, and they will continue to do that.
Many lawyers outside our firms work on these cases and
will continue to do so. But we have made a commitment
to make a measureable dent in the number of pro bono
cases in nashville involving these substantive areas. We
are starting to make a difference. Waller sends a team of
lawyers every month to Legal aid to run a debt clinic.

each month they take cases from some of the people they
see. i was in court in a landlord tenant case a few months
ago and had a lawyer who represents a number of land-
lords ask me what the hell was going on, why did he all
of a sudden see so many Bass Berry lawyers on the other
side of what are usually pro se cases.

our ambitions are high. We think this is going to
work, and that we can help clear the decks of the Pro
Bono Program’s roster of cases. all together, our firms
consist of more than 600 members of the nashville bar.
We expect nothing less than that a majority of the lawyers
in our firms will become active in cases in each of the sub-
stantive areas we have selected. We have the support of the
movers and shakers in each of our firms – not just the pro
bono groupies. We are not aware of any other program
like this in any other major city in the country. We are
going to make this work in nashville, and will show large
firms in other cities that this can work in their cities, too.

as we start to roll this program out in each of our
firms, you will hear more about it. For now, we appreciate
the chance to share our plans with you. We ask you — our
colleagues on the bench and in the bar — to hold our feet
to the fire. Help us make sure that these commitments
don’t remain in the form of words that sound nice in a
newsletter. Help us ensure that these commitments make
access to justice a reality for more of our neighbors. �

Esquivel practices at Bass Berry & Sims in Nashville and
chairs the TBA’s Access to Justice Committee. He was
recently appointed to serve on the Supreme Court’s Access
to Justice Commission.

Nashville Large Firm Pro Bono Initiative (continued from page 1)
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Twice a month, individuals from all
over nashville come to the Martha
o’Bryan Legal clinic with questions
ranging from how to deal with a
pending eviction to estate planning
and copyright issues. early last year, a
client came to the clinic with a seem-
ingly simple legal issue: she had mar-
ried her husband roughly ten years
ago and separated from him a few

months later. The relationship had ended at the time and
she had no children from the marriage, but she remained
legally married for the ensuing nine years because she
could not afford an attorney to get a divorce. 

neither i nor my clinic partner, Kristen Johns, had any
experience handling divorces, but we took the case because
the issue seemed simple and we knew the client had
nowhere else to go. a few months later, with guidance
from an experienced family law attorney, we provided the
client the divorce she had been waiting on for nine years.

Until a few months ago, a lucky encounter like this at
a legal clinic was about the only way a person lacking funds
to retain counsel could access the court system for even the
most prosaic matters, like an uncontested divorce. 

That has changed now, thanks to the work of the
Tennessee supreme court and the access to Justice
commission. as part of the court’s ongoing initiative to
better meet the ideal of equal justice for all, the court has
created pro se divorce forms that allow individuals to
handle simple divorce matters on their own. The forms
are not for every divorce; they require that the couples
have no minor children, that both parties want the

divorce, and they must agree on alimony and the division
of property. For the couples who meet these criteria, these
simplified forms provide access to the court system that
they otherwise would not have. 

We started using the forms at the clinic in January. our
volunteer attorneys are now proud to offer our clients a
viable solution, instead of a mere confirmation that they
would have to hire an attorney to procure a divorce. our
clinic participants, in turn, are relieved when they learn they
have a legally and financially efficient means to navigate
through this legal proceeding. Most of our clinic clients see
the courts as a place where only bad things happen since
their access to justice usually comes when they are sum-
moned to appear in court. The new pro se forms flip that
dynamic — if only for a very narrow audience. clients at
the Martha o’Bryan clinic are now using the courts for
help, and it feels good on both sides of the bar. 

Let’s look forward to more innovations like this
coming from the access to Justice commission. They
make our jobs easier, empower citizens to exercise their
rights, and move us closer to a system that provides equal
justice for all. �

Ross practices at Walker Tipps & Malone in Nashville. He
is a native of Memphis and graduated from Bowdoin
College in 2003. In 2009, he obtained his J.D. and M.P.P.
degrees from Vanderbilt University Law School and Duck
University, respectively. While in law school, Ross received
the Carl J. Ruskowski Clinical Legal Education Award for
his representation of clients in the Law School’s Community
& Economic Development clinical program.

Court-Approved Pro Se Divorce Forms Help Volunteer
Lawyers Make a Difference
By Andrew Ross

Ross

SEPT. 26 – 28
Equal Justice University 2012
equal Justice University (eJU) is the annual gathering of approximately 200 lawyers,
advocates, professionals, and pro bono attorneys involved in providing civil legal assis-
tance across Tennessee.  This conference, co-sponsored by the Tennessee alliance for
Legal services and the Tennessee Bar association, is THe event for legal aid profes-
sionals and pro bono attorneys in Tennessee. eJU provides a unique opportunity for
this community to gain up to 15 hours of continuing Legal education credits
through workshops and task force meetings. The eJU experience not only renews the
civil legal service community’s commitment to equal access to justice in Tennessee, it
also introduces new pro bono lawyers, community advocates, and law students to this
important mission. 

This year’s conference will be held sept. 26-28 at Paris Landing state Park.
additional information can be found at www.TaLs.org. �

Save 
the 
Date
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Three were honored at the Tennessee Bar association’s
Public service Luncheon on Jan. 14 at nashville’s War
Memorial auditorium. Tennessee education
commissioner Kevin Huffman was keynote speaker for
the annual event, which featured presentation of the
ashley T. Wiltshire Public service attorney of the Year
award, Law student Volunteer of the Year award and the
Harris Gilbert Pro Bono Volunteer of the Year award.

Ashley T. Wiltshire Public
Service Attorney 
— C. Dawn Deaner
Dawn Deaner has devoted her
career to public service. Former
Metro Public Defender Karl
Dean hired Deaner upon her
graduation from George
Washington University Law
school in 1996. after serving as
assistant Public Defender for

more than a decade, Deaner was elected by the Metro
council to fill the vacancy left by the untimely death of
ross alderman (who received this very same award
posthumously in 2009). Deaner credits Dean and
alderman for teaching her about client-centered represen-
tation and how to successfully work within the public
arena. in her nomination of Deaner, stites and Harbison
member alex MacKay said, “Dawn happens to be the first
woman to serve as public defender in Davidson county,
but that is not what distinguishes her leadership most.
When she stepped into her current role, Dawn made high
quality legal service a priority in an effort to follow on the
footsteps of those who went before her (e.g. ross
alderman, Karl Dean).” MacKay added that when Deaner

announced her campaign to run for the office, every living
public defender nashville was there to support her. “That
is a testament to her dedication to her clients and the kind
of job she is doing for them and our community.” Deaner
serves on the nashville Bar association’s Board of
Directors, the Henry Phillips american inn of court, the
Mayor’s criminal Justice steering committee, the
Tennessee supreme court’s Lawyers’ Fund for indigent
Defense and the Police/Homelessness issues committee.
erik cole, executive Director of TaLs, wrote in his nom-
ination, “Dawn was an instrumental leader on the [home-
lessness] committee in driving the discussion toward real,
hard data and an outcomes-based approach. she was rea-
sonable, methodical, and took the time to explore the
impacts of Metro’s policies and practice related to home-
less arrests and chronic offenders.”

Law Student Volunteer of the
Year — Brittany Thomas 
Brittany Thomas knew she
wanted to be a lawyer from a
very young age. But after her
first year at the University of
Tennessee’s college of Law, she
had forgotten why she wanted
to become a lawyer. Thomas
said everything changed once
she became more involved in

the University’s pro bono program, “These pro bono
activities …brought me back to the purpose of practicing
law.” as the school’s Pro Bono Director, she has developed
a strategic plan to significantly increase student participa-
tion in pro bono over the next five years; student hours
went up by 15% the first year and the number of student

2012 Tennessee Bar Association Public Service Awards

Award winners gather with bar leaders (from left) TBA President Danny Van Horn, Law Student Volunteer Award Winner Brittany
Thomas, Harris Gilbert Award Winner Wendee Hilderbrand, Ashley Wiltshire Public Service Attorney Award Winner Dawn Deaner,
Access to Justice Committee Chair David Esquivel
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involved grew by 12%. in his nomination of Thomas,
Dean Doug Blaze said UT is a far better law school
because of her, “in my eighteen years of working with stu-
dents committed to pro bono and public interest, Brittany
is one of the best, if not the best. The depth of her com-
mitment is reflected in the breadth of her work –Legal aid
of east Tennessee, community Legal center, and Legal
aid of Middle Tennessee and the cumberlands.” UT’s
access to Justice coordinator Brad Morgan had this to say
in his nomination, “Brittany has exceeded expectations by
sheer dedication. The number of events she attends and
the number people, both attorneys and students, that she
inspires to join her dramatically increased the number of
indigent clients served.” Thomas volunteered over 100
hours last year and said, “when you are passionate about
something, finding time isn’t an issue.” 

Harris Gilbert Pro Bono
Volunteer of the Year —
Wendee M. Hilderbrand
When Wendee Hilderbrand
agreed to join her colleagues at
Bass, Berry & sims in a petition
for clemency for edward Jerome
Harbison, she did so because she
believed in the legal system. in
his nomination of Hilderbrand,

Jay Drescher said, “i remember Wendee remarking early
on that she was an odd choice for the team [from Bass
Berry] because she was in favor of the death penalty and
generally a skeptic about death penalty appeals.” she took
the case because she believes that everyone has a right to
counsel and hoped her skeptical beliefs would result in a
petition that would convince even a skeptic. nominator
candice reed noted, “in the years leading up to partner-
ship, when many associates cut back on their pro bono
activities in order to focus on billable hours, Wendee has
done just the opposite” devoting over 700 hours to this
case.” Hilderbrand became a zealous advocate not only for
e.J. Harbison but for all the ways the system can fail the
indigent. Brant Phillips served alongside Hilderbrand and
wrote in his nomination, “What is perhaps most impres-
sive about her work on behalf of Mr. Harbison is the sheer
lawyering involved.” Hilderbrand had no prior experience
with criminal law and, according to Prof. Jodi Wilson
with the University of Memphis school of Law, “she
immersed herself in the unfamiliar law of the death
penalty and, along with her team, skillfully presented Mr.
Harbison’s case to the governor.” This hard work, dedica-
tion and lawyering paid off in January 2011 when then
Governor Phil Bredesen granted the petition which was
only the third death sentence commutation of Bredesen’s
eight years in office. �

effective april 1, the supreme court’s access to Justice
commission gained five new members:

• Marcia Meredith eason, chattanooga
• J. Houston Gordon, covington
• sharon rose Beth ryan, Memphis
• anthony alan seaton, Johnson city
• David r. esquivel, nashville

George T. “Buck” Lewis has been appointed to serve as
chair of the commission for a term of two years. 

in an order dated March 30, the court expressed appreci-
ation to those commission members whose terms are
ending or have expressed their desire to resign:

• Margaret L. Behm
• Kathryn reed edge
• a. Gregory ramos
• Frank anthony Thomas
• Maura abeln smith 

Supreme Court Appoints
New Members to Access to
Justice Commission
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Baker, Donelson, Bearman, caldwell & Berkowitz Pc
and community Health systems were recognized for
their commitment to providing free legal services to the
poor at the 6th annual corporate counsel Pro Bono
Gala held March 24 in nashville. The event featured
remarks by Tennessee supreme court chief Justice
connie clark and Herbert slatery, legal counsel to
Governor Bill Haslam.

The gala, which included a dinner and ceremony, is
part of the corporate counsel Pro Bono initiative — a
partnership between the Tennessee Bar association
(TBa) and the association of corporate counsel that
encourages and supports pro bono activities by lawyers
serving as in-house and corporate counsel in the state.
since its beginning, the initiative has raised $300,000 to
help bring legal services to the poor. This year, the gala
raised close to $60,000 to support pro bono activities in
the state.

LAW FIRM AWARD

This year’s law firm award was presented to the Memphis
office of Baker, Donelson, Bearman, caldwell &
Berkowitz Pc for its role in creating onlineTnJustice.org,
a website that allows lawyers to provide advice and counsel
via the internet. Baker Donelson already had a well-
deserved reputation for commitment to pro bono, but
with this project, the firm went above and beyond to create
a valuable resource for low-income Tennesseans.

The website is the brainchild of former TBa President
and Baker Donelson attorney Buck Lewis. envisioning
an online service that would replicate the walk-in clinic
model, Lewis garnered support from his firm, the
Tennessee Bar association, the supreme court’s access to
Justice commission and legal services providers to make
his vision a reality. Together with the firm’s chief
information officer John Green, Lewis solicited dona-
tions from Microsoft, Dell and his own firm to provide
the start-up funds for the service. The Baker Donelson

programming team, led by Paul Davis and scott
osborne, then designed and built the website to the spec-
ifications of the collaborating partners. The firm esti-
mates that its iT department devoted 1,000 hours of its
time to develop the website, an in-kind donation valued
at $45,000. Beyond the initial investment, the firm’s iT
team continues to donate technical support to maintain
and operate the website. 

in accepting the award, Lewis said, “i am extremely
proud of our information technology team … and the
work they did to create a website that is the first statewide
resource of its type in the country. it is an innovative
approach to the delivery of pro bono legal services and
could become a model for other states.” 

currently more than 100 low-income Tennesseans are
receiving free legal assistance every month through the
site, which is also supported by the TBa and the
Tennessee alliance for Legal services. and word of this
unique, pioneering legal assistance delivery system has
spread beyond Tennessee. Baker Donelson now is sharing
its work, free of charge, with leaders in other states,
including indiana and south carolina.

each year, the corporate counsel Pro Bono Law Firm
award is given to a Tennessee law firm that best exempli-
fies extraordinary commitment to access to justice ideals,
pro bono service and the corporate counsel covenant of
service. Baker Donelson was previously honored with
this award in 2008.

LEGAL DEPARTMENT AWARD

This year’s corporate legal department award was pre-
sented to Franklin-based community Health systems
(cHs) for dedicated staffing of a monthly legal advice
clinic in Williamson county.

in Dec. 2010, lawyers from community Health
systems began staffing a monthly legal advice clinic in
partnership with the Williamson county Bar association
and the nashville Pro Bono Program. in Jan. 2011,

2012 Corporate Counsel Pro Bono Initiative Awards
BAKER, DONELSON AND COMMUNITY HEALTH SYSTEMS RECEIVE AWARDS FOR COMMITMENT TO FREE
LEGAL SERVICES FOR THE POOR

From left: TBA President Danny Van Horn, John Green, Buck Lewis,
Paul Davis & Scott Osborne

From left: Ben Huddleston, Lane Newton Summers, Vivek Chandra, 
Rachel A. Seifert, Tizgel High, Justin Pitt, Kevin Howard

(continued on page 8)



Congratulations to the 2012 award winners
• community Health systems 
• Baker, Donelson, Bearman, caldwell & Berkowitz Pc

ank you to our sponsors
Executive Committee Sponsor: $10,000
• international Paper company

Board of Directors Sponsor: $5,000
• Bluecross Blueshield of Tennessee

community Trust

Shareholder Sponsors: $3,000
• Baker, Donelson, Bearman, caldwell &

Berkowitz Pc
• Bass, Berry & sims PLc
• Bradley arant Boult cummings LLP
• community Health systems Professional

services corporation
• counsel on call
• eastman chemical company
• Fedex corporation
• Hilton Worldwide inc.
• riley Warnock & Jacobson PLc
• state Volunteer Mutual 

insurance company
• stites & Harbison PLLc
• omas & Betts corporation
• Wyatt, Tarrant & combs LLP

THe 6TH annUaL corPoraTe coUnseL 
Pro Bono iniTiaTiVe GaLa
The corporate counsel Pro Bono initiative is a joint effort by the association of corporate counsel and the Tennessee
Bar association’s access to Justice committee and corporate counsel section. Funds raised at the annual dinner, held
March 24, are awarded to legal services organizations to develop pro bono opportunities and projects specifically designed
for corporate counsel.

HonorinG
coMMiTMenT

ceLeBraTinG
serVice
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it is my great good fortune to work for a legal services
funded agency. one of the best aspects of this job is the
opportunity to meet attorneys, paralegals and many
others who generously give their time and talents to
helping people in tough situations. This past year, 2011,
saw tremendous leaps in the poverty rates, particularly in
our community and i want to take the time to mention a
few who have already been recognized.

The Memphis Bar association access to Justice com-
mittee has highlighted attorneys Bob Green, Jeff smith
and Tannera Gibson recently through our public relations
campaign and during celebrate Pro Bono Week, addi-
tional recognition was given to Kristen Wright, Mary
Vickers, Gerald Green, the Miller law firm, Jason
Perryman and Tanya Holmes. 

one attorney in particular stood
out for her strong commitment to
pro bono publico. The J. Michael
cody award was given at the
Memphis Bar association annual
luncheon to Kendra armstrong, a
solo practitioner and member of
Hope Presbyterian who has repre-
sented individuals in family law sit-
uations on behalf of MaLs.

Kendra started out her legal career as a clerk to Judge
Harvey Boswell, a bankruptcy judge, spending two years
working in that field until she moved over to work with
Larry rice. it was while working at the rice law firm she
found her true calling of working with divorce clients.
eventually, Kendra left the rice law firm, and with Mindy
Plass founded their own firm. Mindy and Kendra parted
ways, and now Kendra works solo, with the help and sup-
port of her paralegal, Justin Larrabee.

one of the main reasons for going into the practice of
law, Kendra told me, was her experience as a teenager
during her parent’s divorce. Just sixteen, Kendra saw her

parent’s struggle with their own issues
stemming from a difficult divorce. in
particular, though, Kendra was struck
by the kindness and patience her
mother’s attorney, Gail Mathes, exhib-
ited during this time and it was this
example that inspired her to go on to
become a divorce lawyer.

“our most valuable commodity is
our time. and if we can just give our

time to those in need, it tells them they are important and
valued. You never know when your example can inspire
others, as Gail Mathes did for me”, Kendra pointed out.
“i know there is a need for pro bono work. it’s not a big
deal, in fact it’s easy and an eye opening experience. This
is what we as attorneys are supposed to do. if each
attorney would take just one case, what a difference we
could make!” and, what a difference Kendra armstrong
makes to all of us.

There is one last kudo to give. This year we lost one of
our senior attorneys, Henry Warren Miller Jr. Mr. Miller
was one of the first volunteers for the Memphis area Legal
services’ Pro Bono Projects receiving the senior citizen
service award in 1985. During his fifty years of law prac-
tice Mr. Miller was an unfailing advocate for doing pro
bono who prided himself in helping those who were des-
perate and defenseless. He passed along this dedication to
the underserved to his sons, Michael and Henry, who
carry on his tradition of pro bono through the Miller law
firm. Warren Miller will be much missed by his family,
and by the legal community he loved. �

Seely is managing attorney and director of private attorney
involvement at Memphis Area Legal Services and Vice
President of the Memphis Bar Association.

A Member of Hope Gives Hope to Others
By Linda Warren Seely

Armstrong

Miller

cHs’s executive Vice President, secretary and General
counsel, rachel seifert, with her department lawyers,
committed to staff the clinic each month. The clinics are
held the first Tuesday of every month at the Franklin
Public Library. The commitment of these lawyers allowed
the clinic to serve 114 individuals in 2011. 

in accepting the award for her team, seifert said, “We
are truly honored to be recognized by our professional
peers for the legal team’s efforts to provide free legal serv-
ices to those who cannot afford to hire a lawyer. although
we have just begun our program, we view this award, not
as a reward for past service, but as a challenge award —
to challenge us to live up to this level of recognition and
to keep our volunteer service at a high level for years to
come. i am very proud of my colleagues and grateful for

their support and service.”
To better assist those who seek help at the clinic, cHs

lawyers also have pursued additional legal education on
issues related to family law — a case type often encoun-
tered at the clinic, but one that their practice does not
require them to master. With additional training in this
area, the group is hoping to help low-income clients
beyond the clinic setting — further illustrating their pas-
sion for pro bono work.

each year, the corporate counsel Pro Bono Legal
Department award is given to the legal department of a
Tennessee corporation that best exemplifies extraordinary
commitment to access to justice ideals, pro bono service
and the corporate counsel covenant of service. �

2012 Corporate Counsel Pro Bono Initiative Awards (continued from page 6)
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For the third year in a row, the Public action Law society
(PaLs) and the University of Memphis cecil c.
Humphreys school of Law sponsored alternative spring
Break (asB), an opportunity for law students from
around the country to perform community service in lieu
of vacationing. This year the event was held March 5-9 at
the Law school in Downtown Memphis. 

sixty-two law students from eight law schools,
including 29 students from the University of Memphis,
participated in four service tracks. They also attended a
series of tutorials and presentations on “hot topics” in the
law. in the two weeks following Memphis’ spring break,
the University of Tennessee at Knoxville and the
University of Mississippi each will send eight students.
other schools participating are the University of Toledo,
Valparaiso, southern, nova southeastern, and George
Washington University. 

This year’s asB banquet featured Morris Dees as guest
speaker. Dees co-founded the southern Poverty Law center
(sPLc) in 1971 after a successful career in business and the
law. named one of america’s 100 most influential lawyers
by the National Law Journal in 2006, Dees is known for his
groundbreaking civil rights lawsuits that helped desegregate
government and public institutions and for his innovative
litigation that has crippled white supremacist hate groups.
The sPLc promotes the ideals of equal justice and equal
opportunity through the use of education, litigation, and
other forms of advocacy. one of its most noted projects is
its “Teaching Tolerance” campaign. 

students in the immigration Track partnered with the
community Legal center to represent immigrants,
including undocumented immigrants, who are victims of
certain serious crimes and who have cooperated with
authorities in the prosecution of the perpetrator. The law
students will complete U-visa applications for them.
coordinated by U of M law students, who will staff this
track during the week of March 5, the project will be
joined by UT law students during the week of March 12
and ole Miss law students during the week of March 19. 

Law students have volunteered in record numbers
because of poignant stories such as that of T. r., the
victim of aggravated statutory rape, who was just 13 years
old when she was stalked, intimidated, and lured into
having sex by a “friend,” who was 24. T.r.’s family had
come to Tennessee from Mexico in search of work. Her
mother tried to explain to immigration authorities the
trauma and pain of a parent whose daughter had been
sexually abused. “This not only affected her directly, but
the family as a whole,” she said. “The pain, the despera-

tion, the suffering. To know that in that moment you do
not have any way of comfort. it feels like somebody stabs
your heart with a knife, and nobody can stop that pain.” 

The purpose of a U-Visa is twofold: it enhances law
enforcement’s ability to investigate and prosecute crimes,
and it furthers humanitarian interests by protecting vic-
tims of serious crimes. a U-visa will help give the T.r.’s
family the comfort they need. 

students also partnered with community organizations
to draft and secure sponsors for public interest legislation.
Together with operation Broken silence, a Memphis
organization dedicated to ending human trafficking at
state, national, and international levels, they drafted a
human trafficking bill to be introduced in the Tennessee
Legislature. another group of students, in partnership
with the Public Defender’s office and the Law school’s
Mental Health Law society, drafted a bill regarding post-
civil commitment procedures for the mentally ill. a
fourth group of students, in cooperation with Bank-on
Memphis, worked on legislation to promote financial lit-
eracy and end predatory lending practices. 

For the second year in a row, PaLs offered a Pro se
Divorce Track and an advance Directives Track. students
helped pro se divorce litigants, couples who have no
property or children, to file divorce documents and
secure hearings on their petitions. They were supervised
by the community Legal center. students also traveled
to nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and senior
centers to draft health care directives, powers of attorney,
and wills for 64 seniors. Memphis area Legal services
and the Memphis Bar association oversaw this track. 

atina rizk, president of PaLs, said that alternative
spring Break is motivated by the desire of many law stu-
dents to make a difference in the world. “students come
to law school with high ideals and a strong public service
ethic. asB gives them the opportunity to put their ideals
into action.” 

after the first week of the asB project this year, stu-
dents reported that the Pro se Divorce track filled out
divorce paperwork for 30 clients and completed 13 suc-
cessful filings. advance directives students worked with
64 clients, including writing four wills involving the dis-
position of assets. The immigration track met six clients,
among them having 20 children. Finally, the Legislation
track served three organizational clients, with a potential
impact on thousands of Tennessee residents. 

For more information, contact Prof. chris Zawisza,
(901) 678-5201, czawisza@memphis.edu. �

Law Students Volunteer in Memphis over Spring Break
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WEST TENNESSEE
Community Legal Center
910 Vance avenue
Memphis, Tn 38126
(901) 543-3395
www.clcmemphis.com/volunteerapp.html

Memphis Area Legal Services
109 north Main street, suite 200
Memphis, Tn 38103
(901) 523-8822
www.malsi.org/volunteer.php

West Tennessee Legal Services
P.o. Box 2066
Jackson, Tn 38302
(731) 423-0616
www.wtls.org

MIDDLE TENNESSEE
Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee 
& the Cumberlands
300 Deadrick street
nashville, Tn 37201
(800) 238-1443
www.las.org/about/get_involved/volunteer

EAST TENNESSEE
Legal Aid Society of East Tennessee
charlie McDaniel, pro bono director
535 chestnut street, suite 360
chattanooga, Tn 37402
(423) 756-4013
cmcdaniel@laet.org

Legal Aid Society of East Tennessee
Terry Woods, pro bono director
502 south Gay street, suite 404
Knoxville Tn 37902
(865) 637-0484
twoods@laet.org

Legal Aid Society of East Tennessee
Terry Woods, pro bono director
P.o. Box 360
311 W. Walnut street, suite 100
Johnson city Tn 37604
(423) 928-8311
twoods@laet.org

Southeast Tennessee Legal Services
29 Patten Parkway
chattanooga, Tn 37402
(423) 756-0128
www.selegal.org

STATEWIDE
Volunteer Lawyers and Professionals for the Arts
211 commerce street, suite 100
nashville, Tn 37201
(615) 743-3055
vlpa@aBcnashville.org 

Tennessee Justice Center
chris coleman, staff attorney
301 charlotte avenue
nashville, Tn 37201
(615) 255-0331
ccoleman@tnjustice.org 

ACLU of Tennessee
P.o. Box 120160
nashville, Tn 37212
(615) 320-7142
www.aclu-tn.org/cooperatingattorney.htm

Disability Law & Advocacy Center of Tennessee
Martha M. Lafferty, Managing attorney
2416 21st avenue south, suite 100
nashville, Tn 37212
(615) 298-1080 ext. 128
marthaL@dlactn.org 

Southern Migrant Legal Services
a Project of Texas rioGrande Legal aid inc.
Melody Fowler-Green, Branch Manager
311 Plus Park Blvd., ste. 135
nashville, Tn 37217
(615) 750-1200 
mfgreen@trla.org

Tennessee Justice for Our Neighbors
Katherine D. esquivel, Director
2007 acklen ave. 
nashville, Tn 37212
(615) 823-1945
katherine-tnjfon@comcast.net 

Ready to Volunteer?


